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On January 28, MECCS grade 3-4 teacher Maxine 
Hildebrandt and her project partner Lisl Gunderman 
from Wildwood School in Grande Yellowhead Public 
School Division received the Governor General’s 
History Award for Excellence in Teaching at a 
special ceremony in Ottawa. These awards have 
been given out since 1996, and Maxine and Lisl 
now join an exclusive list of just 150 award 
recipients.

Canada’s National History Society was formed in 
1994 to promote and celebrate a greater interest in 
Canadian history. The Governor General’s History 
Award is the main recognition program. It includes 
five categories, of which Excellence in Teaching is 
one. 

The 11th Annual History Forum welcomed award 
recipients to share their work on the theme 
“Connecting Communities Through History.” 
These national award winners shared how history 

can be used to build richer and deeper connections 
among all Canadians, and how we can encourage 
students to become engaged, empathetic citizens. 
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MECCS Teacher Receives National Award

Governor General Julie Payette with MECCS teacher Maxine Hildebrandt 
and Wildwood School teacher Lisl Gunderman at Rideau Hall in Ottawa.
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The History Forum was held at the Canadian War 
Museum, which allowed participants a chance to 
experience a unique perspective on Canadian history.

The day  after the History Forum, recipients and their 
guests went to Rideau Hall for the highlight of the trip: 
the presentation of the awards by Her Excellency 
Governor General Julie Payette.

Other highlights included dinners at restaurants in 
Ottawa’s famed Byward Market, skating on the Rideau 
Canal, sampling the famous Ottawa Beavertails pastry 
and being introduced by the Speaker of the House 
during Question Period as they  were guests in the 
Speaker’s Gallery.

There was a strong group of supporters there to cheer on 
Maxine and Lisl, including Maxine’s husband Mark 
Hildebrandt and Lisl’s husband Darrell Hunter. It also 
included MECCS Superintendent Ed Wittchen and his 
wife Vera Wittchen, MECCS Secretary  Treasurer Anita 
LeMoignan and her husband and MECCS Director of 

Maintenance Dale LeMoignan, author David Bouchard 
(who played a big part  in the shared activities of the 
project), Lisl’s dad Les Gunderman (who flew in from 
Mazatlan for the occasion), Lisl’s mom Diane Galloway-
Solowan, Maxine’s sister Cindy Paul, and Candace 
Amber (who did her doctoral research with MECCS) 
and her husband Fred de Kleine (the recently  retired 
Secretary Treasurer of New Horizons Charter School).

Maxine and Lisl met at a summer hunter education 
workshop that ended up leading to their friendship. For 
the last three years, their students have taken part  in a 
cultural exchange. 

During these exchanges, they  explored topics from both 
the traditional Indigenous knowledge and western 
science perspectives. Maxine and Lisl also incorporated 
research and writing, traditional storytelling and land-
based learning.

Through this unique teaching partnership, Maxine and 
Lisl created a cultural exchange for their young students 

Above: Anita LeMoignan,  Vera Wittchen and Dale 
LeMoignan at the Parliament Buildings.

Left: Lisl, Maxine and a few of their supporters arrive in 
Ottawa.

Maxine skating with her husband Mark 
Hildebrandt and her sister Cindy Paul.

On the Rideau Canal: Ed Wittchen, Cindy 
Paul and Maxine Hildebrandt. 

Time to make a stop to pick up some hot, 
delicious BeaverTails.
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from different backgrounds and communities. After taking 
some initial steps to introduce the students from MECCS 
to the students at Wildwood School, the teachers planned 
and delivered field trip days that  were rich in history 
learning. Each school took turns hosting the other for a 
variety of shared learning experiences.

The award comes with a $2,500 cash prize, which Maxine 
and Lisl will share. An additional $500 prize will be given 
to each of the two schools. Congratulations to Maxine and 
Lisl on being recognized for this important work in 
education and for receiving such a prestigious honour.

Top of page, right: Maxine and 
Lisl in front of their banner at 
the History Forum.

Left, top: Maxine and Lisl with 
their husbands.

Left, bottom: Lisl with her 
husband and her parents.

Below, right: The view from the 
Westin Ottawa.

Bottom row, right: Dale and 
Anita LeMoignan enjoy an 
outing in the Byward Market.

Bottom row, left: Maxine and 
her sister Cindy enjoy some 
BeaverTails on the Rideau 
Canal.
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Clockwise from top left:

1. David Bouchard presents at the 
History Forum.

2. Deserving co-winners Maxine 
and Lisl.

3. Maxine with her sister Cindy.

4. Maxine with Anita LeMoignan.

5. Maxine with Vera Wittchen.

6. Maxine and Lisl at Rideau Hall 
with Ed Wittchen.

7. The support team.

8. Maxine and Lisl present at the 
History Forum.
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Clockwise from top:

1. Maxine and Lisl at the award gala, 
hosted at the Canadian War Museum.

2. Maxine and husband Mark Hildebrandt.

3. Lisl and husband Darrell Hunter.

4. Lisl with her father Les Gunderman.

5. Lisl with her father and her mother 
Diane Galloway-Solowan.

6. Maxine with MECCS Superintendent Ed 
Wittchen.
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Governor General Julie Payette at Rideau Hall with all of the recipients of the 2018 Governor General’s History Award.

Governor General Julie Payette congratulates MECCS teacher Maxine Hildebrandt.

Congratulations, Maxine Hildebrandt, 
on your well-earned national 

teaching award.


